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Kerala State Biodiversity Board
[A statutory body for implementing the Biological Diversity Act 2002 (The Amendment Act, 2023)]

Guidelines for the Identification, Notification and
Management of the Biodiversity Heritage Sites in
Kerala

1. Introduction

1.1.Biodiversity is closely linked to ecological security and therefore, human welfare.
There is a growing realization that maintenance of biodiversity is vital for the
well-being of present and future generations. The demand for these services is
likely to go up in the coming years as a result of the rapidly expanding global
economy and increase in human population. Biodiversity, thus, is a critical but
threatened resource, needs due attention towards conservation and sustainable
use.

1.2.Under the BDA there are provisions for both in-situ and ex-situ conservation of
biodiversity. As per the BDA, ex-situ conservation refers to the conservation of
components of biological diversity outside their natural habitats and in- situ
conservation refers to the conservation of ecosystems and natural habitats and the
maintenance and recovery of viable populations of species in their natural
surroundings and in the case of domesticated or cultivated species, in the
surroundings where they have developed their distinctive properties.

1.3.0ne of the salient features of the BDA with respect to in-sifu conservation is to
conserve and restore areas of importance that are not protected by the existing
laws and present in the traditionally managed areas across all ecosystems from the
standpoint of biological diversity by declaring them as Biodiversity Heritage Sites
(BHS).

2. BHS: Legal Provisions under BDA and Kerala Biological Diversity Rules

2.1.The Section 37 of the Biological Diversity Act 2002 (Amendment Act, 2023)
provides that, based on the recommendations of the State Biodiversity Board, the
State Government may, from time to time, notify in the Official Gazette, areas of

biodiversity importance as biodiversity heritage sites: provided that the State
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Biodiversity Board shall consult the elected local body and Biodiversity
Management Committee concerned before making such recommendations.

2.2.The Sub section (2) of Section 37 of the BDA provides that, the State
Government in consultation with the Central Government may frame rules for the
management and conservation of all the biodiversity heritage sites.

2.3.The Sub section (3) of Section 37 provides that,, the State Governments shall
frame schemes for compensating or rehabilitating any person or section of people
economically affected by such notification.

2.4.Also, the Rule 19 of the Kerala Biological Diversity Rules 2008 provides that, the
Board shall, in consultation with local bodies and other key stakeholders, take
necessary steps to facilitate setting up of areas of significant biodiversity values
across different ecosystems, landscapes and waterscapes as Heritage Sites. On
recommendation from the Board the Government shall issue notification to this
effect.

2.5.The Sub Rule (2) of the Rule 19 provides that, the Board shall frame guidelines
for the management and other aspects of Heritage Sites, ensuring the decision-
making role for relevant Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs).

2.6.Considering the above provisions of the BDA and the Kerala Biological Diversity
Rules, the Kerala State Biodiversity Board (KSBB) hereby issues the following
guidelines for the identification, notification and management of the BHS in
Kerala.

3. BHS: Significance and Objectives

3.1.The main objective of having BHS is to provide legal protection to all those
biodiversity rich areas/sites, which are though crucial for biodiversity
conservation but, yet, are not covered under already existing PA (Protected Area)
network and do not enjoy protection/ support under any other Act or programme.

3.2.The creation of BHS may also help infuse and foster conservation values in all
sections of the society leading to sustainable utilization of bio-resources and
prudent management of the ecosystem services, and thereby put an end to over-
exploitation of natural resources and avoid environmental degradation and
destruction in favour of protection and conservation. BHS may also help
strengthen the involvement of local communities towards conservation and

enhancement of natural resources and ecosystems.
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3.3.The creation of BHS may not put any restriction on the prevailing any religious,

cultural and livelihood related practices and the usages of the given communities,

unless they themselves impose any restriction.

4. Definition and criteria: What shall constitute a BHS?

4.1.“Biodiversity Heritage Sites” (BHSs) are well defined areas that are unique,

ecologically fragile and biodiversity refugee ecosystems. The BHSs are endowed

with richness of wild as well as domesticated species or intra-specific categories,

high endemism, presence of rare and threatened species, keystone species, species

of evolutionary significance, wild relatives / ancestors of domestic / cultivated

species or their varieties. These areas can also of fossil-beds represented and

having

significant cultural, ethical or aesthetic values and are important for the

maintenance of cultural diversity, with or without a long history of human

association with them.

4.2.Areas having any of the following characteristics may qualify for identification

and notification as BHS.

a.
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Areas that contain a mosaic of natural, semi-natural, and man-made
habitats spread over terrestrial, coastal and inland and marine, which
together contain a significant diversity of life forms.

Areas that contain significant domesticated biodiversity component and
/or representative agro-ecosystems with ongoing agricultural practices that
sustain this diversity.

Areas that are significant from a biodiversity point of view as also are
important cultural spaces such as sacred groves/trees, sacred waters and
sites, or other large community conserved areas.

Areas including smaller ones, but offer refuge or corridors for threatened
and endemic fauna and flora, such as community conserved areas or urban
greens and wetlands.

All kinds of legal land and water uses whether government, community or
private land could be considered under the above categories.

As far as possible, those sites may be considered which are not covered
under Protected Area network under the Wildlife Protection Act 1972 as

amended.
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g. Areas that provide habitats, aquatic or terrestrial, for seasonal migrant
species for feeding and breeding (fresh- watered or saline).

h. Areas that are maintained as in-situ preservation plots by the research
wing of Forest department, Fisheries departments in case of coastal, inland
and marine habitats, Universities, Research Institutes, etc. with sufficient
conservation heritage value.

i.  Medicinal Plant Conservation Areas and Areas that are present with crop
wild relatives. (All such areas need to be the in-situ habitats).

4.3.Since the biodiversity significance of a site is the main consideration for declaring
it as a BHS, there are no limits on the total land area of the site.

5. Identification and notification of Biodiversity Heritage Sites

5.1.0ther than BMCs, the BHS proposals can be triggered/initiated by wvarious
stakeholders as Proposers, such as, local rural communities, local educational
institutions, research institutions, line departments (especially Agriculture,
Horticulture, Animal Husbandry, Fisheries, Forest, etc.), the Technical Support
Group (TSG) Members constituted by KSBB for providing technical support to
BMC:s or local Non-Governmental Organisations, etc.

5.2.In case of BHS proposals initiated / submitted by any other stakeholders other
than BMCs, KSBB may seek the opinion of the respective BMC(s) and the Local
body prior to take further procedures on BHS declaration.

5.3.Any of the BHS proposals shall be considered by KSBB only after getting the
consent from the concerned BMC subject to the approval of respective Local Self
Government Institutions.

5.4.Consent from the land owner: If the proposed site is under the private
ownership, a consent letter from the owner is necessarily submitted by the
proposer/ BMC along with the proposal itself. A letter of consent or proper
approval from the relevant authority is also applicable for the land owned by
PWD, Revenue, Devaswom Boards (in case of sacred groves), etc.

5.5.Public discussions/ meetings must be encouraged amongst the local bodies, local
community, grama sabhas, urban ward committees, and other relevant local
institutions, regarding concrete proposals for declaring BHSs in their area,

including the implications such as possible restrictions on resource use; a full
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attempt to be made to bring on broad various sections of society with gender and
social representation, in such discussions.

5.6.Soon after the public meeting the BMC shall submit the documents like boundary
demarcation sketch and ownership certificate of the proposed site from Revenue
department, Non-liability certificate from the LSGI and Revenue department,
documents on pending land disputes, if any etc. to the KSBB.

5.7.Executing agreement with land owner: Upon receiving approval in the public
meeting, the BMC shall execute an agreement with the landowner, in the
prescribed format provided by the KSBB, in cases involving private land. Such
agreement must be completed prior to initiating further procedures for the
declaration of the BHS.

5.8.Based on the suggestions and objections raised in the public meeting, a team
(BHS Study Team - BHSST) may be constituted by the BMCs/ KSBB in
consultation with the local bodies for conducting studies focusing the ecological,
taxonomic, cultural and social aspects of the site for getting a clear understanding
of the BHS. The team (BHSST) would include the following members (not
exceeding 12 individuals) with one member preferably from the local community
selected to head the team:

i.  Convener / Coordinator of the respective BMC.

ii.  Knowledgeable or experienced women & men representing all socio-
economic groups of the concerned communities, nominated by the
relevant rural/urban local bodies.

iii.  One or more NGOs/ institutes focusing on ecology / conservation and
familiar with the flora and fauna of the proposed BHS.

iv.  One or more NGOs/ institutes working on social (gender, livelihood, etc.)
issues.

v.  One or more NGOs/ institutes focusing on agriculture.

vi.  Representatives of district level TSGs constituted by KSBB.

vil.  Taxonomists in flora and fauna from nearest College/ University/
Research Institutions/ local experts/ citizen scientists.

viii.  Land owner or the member suggested by the owner (in case of private
land/ land owned by PWD, Revenue, Devaswom Boards, etc.).

ix.  District Coordinator of Kerala State Biodiversity Board.
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5.9.The above team (BHSST) shall conduct a study (over a period of 3 months- most

probably at the beginning, middle and end of a year) in consultation with the

concerned community irrespective of occupation, gender or social strata. The

study on the following aspects needs to be carried out with the use of PBRs, PRA,

participatory mapping, and other possible tools that are considered appropriate by

the concerned communities. The study may include:-

L.

il.

1il.

1v.

Vi.

Vil.

viil.

iX.

5.10.

History of the proposed site, ownership/ rights including Common
Property Resources (CPRs), administrative control and land and resource
use.

Current status of the proposed site ownership, tenurial status of and
access/ rights to CPRs, disputed claims over the proposed site, if any.
Community composition, character, socio-economic and gender
differentiated dependence on the resources and demographic profile.
Existing institutions, their characteristics, rules and regulations governing
natural resources, and access to decision making by marginalized sections
including women.

Ecological profile of the proposed area, critical wildlife, including fish life
in case of coastal and marine systems and agricultural biodiversity values,
and threats and pressures to the biological diversity, if any.

Use of the area as the corridor or refugia for the wild animals, migratory
fish, birds or any other use for the wildlife, if any.

Cultural (including agricultural) practices followed by the communities
affecting the biodiversity (whether positively or negatively).

Scope of livelihood and income generation (including from resource use,
community-based ecotourism, etc) in the area.

Impacts of restrictions, if any, on people and on the biodiversity.
Identifying whether any person or section of a people is affected
economically by declaring the proposed site as BHS.

Report of the study may be submitted by the BHSS team to the BMCs and

the local bodies for submitting it to the KSBB along with the proposal in the

prescribed format (Annexure I) for declaring the BHS, duly authorized by the
respective Range Forest Officer (RFO) as per G.O. (Rt) No.19/2019/F&WLD
dated 16.01.2019.
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5.11. On receipt of the study report and proposal submitted by the BMC / local
body, KSBB with the approval of the Board, shall move for issuing a preliminary
draft notification for declaring the BHS in an appropriate manner.

5.12. Draft notification for declaring the BHS may be made at the State level by
the Government within a period of 45 days after receiving the proposal from
KSBB in an appropriate manner.

5.13. The KSBB and the BMC shall ensure wide media coverage on draft
notification by publishing in the local media inviting suggestions and objections
(within 30 days from its publication) from the interested parties/stakeholders,
particularly in case of lands owned by communities and individuals.

5.14. After 30 days of the draft notification of the BHS, the BMC in association
with the relevant local body shall conduct a Public Hearing where all details about
the BHS should be placed and the local community should be taken to confidence
assuring that by declaring the BHS their traditional rights and privileges will not
be affected.

5.15. Based on the decisions in the Public Hearing, KSBB shall recommend for
the final notification of BHS to the State Government.

5.16. On declaration of the BHS, KSBB may write to NBA and all the
concerned Government departments announcing the establishment /notification of
the BHS..

5.17. Compensation or Rehabilitation: In the event that any individual or
section of a people is economically impacted by the notification of the BHS, the
respective BMC or local body shall provide compensation or rehabilitation in
accordance with the applicable government norms. Such individual or section of a
people shall be identified by the BHS Study Team and must be explicitly
documented in the study report, as well as in the proposal to be submitted to
KSBB, as stipulated in Para 5.11.

5.18. BHS Notification process to be shortened in special cases:- While the
above process is desirable in all situations, it should be noted that in many
situations communities may not be in a position to follow them in view of the
urgency for declaration as a BHS to ward off a threat, or for other reasons. In
some cases proposals may be coming from a community that has already a proven

track record of conservation, and urgently requires the BHS status to consolidate
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its position. In such situations, the requirement for these detailed studies may be
waived for the purpose of the notification, but should be applied subsequent to the
notification and no relocations and restrictions to access will be declared till then
other than what the community is already imposing upon itself.
However, the necessity of giving a period of 30 days after draft Notification (Para
5.13.) and joint sitting with all stakeholders (conducting Public Hearing) before
the final recommendation to the government should be followed.
(The above mentioned steps involved in the process of identification and
notification of BHS is shown as a flowchart in Annexure II).

6. Ownership and Incentives on BHS area:

6.1. The ownership of the proposed BHS area, in the case of terrestrial sites (whether
private or public), shall remain unchanged even after the declaration of the site as
a BHS. However, no activity that could adversely affect the biodiversity or
conservation priorities of the site shall be permitted within the BHS area without
the prior written consent of the BMC and the BHS Management Committee.

6.2.Conservation and Management of the BHS shall be vested with the respective
BMC:s and Local Self Government Institutions.

6.3.All revenue documents, maps, and other relevant records pertaining to all notified
BHS shall be maintained by both the BMC and KSBB.

6.4.In case of private land/ areas of significant biodiversity importance (for example,
Sacred groves/ Serpent groves/ Mangroves, etc) identified/ proposed for BHS
declaration, KSBB/ BMC may consider such proposal only after obtaining the
voluntary consent from the land owners. Furthermore, the ownership rights of the
owners in these areas shall remain unaffected by the declaration of the site as
BHS.

6.5. If the owners are willing to transfer the ownership of BHS after its declaration,
the transfer of ownership shall be legally effectuated to the respective BMC or the
elected local body.

6.6.No area shall be considered for declaration as BHS without the prior voluntary
consent of the land owners or the local community, obtained without any form of
force or coercion.

6.7.Incentives on BHS: For private lands declared as BHS, the landowner, as the

custodian of the BHS land, shall receive an annual lump sum payment as
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incentives. The amount of such incentives shall be specified in the agreement
executed between the BMC and the landowner, as provided in Para 5.7. The
incentive amount shall be determined by the BMC and the elected local body.
6.8.The expenditure for providing incentives to land owners of private lands shall be
incorporated into both the BHS Management Plan and Annual Plan of Operation.
7. Management of BHS:
7.1.The BMC which in addition to their duties defined in the BD Act may also take
care of the management of each BHS. Wherever the BHS extends to more than
one local body, the management of the BHS shall be the responsibility of the
BMC:s of the respective local bodies.
7.2.For giving a handhold support to BMCs in BHS Management, a BHS
Management Committee shall be constituted by the respective local body in
consultation with KSBB. The tenure of the Committee shall be for three years.
7.3.The committee responsible for the management of the BHS may include
representatives of all sections of local communities, and in particular those most
dependent on the natural resources as also those who have been traditionally
conserving and sustainably managing the area other than the officials from the
line departments.
7.4.The BHS Management Committee shall comprise member from the following
categories:
e Chairperson — BMC Chairperson
e Vice Chairperson — Standing Committee Chairperson of the respective
local body in which the Working Group on Environment Protection,
Biodiversity Management, Climate Change, and Disaster Management has
been constituted.
e (Convener — Member Secretary of the respective BMC
e Members:
o All the BMC Members.
o Elected member (s) of the respective ward(s) in which the BHS is
situated.
o Respective officials at the local level from all the line departments
like Agriculture, Forest, Fisheries, Animal Husbandry, Tourism,

Revenue, etc. based on the nature of the BHS area.
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o Land owner or the member suggested by the owner (in case of
private land/ land owned by PWD, Revenue, Devaswom Boards,
etc.)

o 2-3 Knowledgeable or experienced women & men representing all
socio-economic groups of the concerned communities, nominated
by the respective Grama Sabha/ Ward Sabha.

o Representatives of district level TSGs constituted by KSBB.

o Taxonomists in flora and fauna from nearest College/ University/
Research Institutions/ local experts/ citizen scientists.

o District Coordinator of Kerala State Biodiversity Board.

7.5. BHS Management Plan (BHS-MP) and its duration: It may be the
responsibility of the BMC/BHS Management Committee to prepare and
implement a Management Plan for the BHS (BHS-MP) which should cover a
period of five to ten years and shall have Annual Plan of Operations culled out
from the 5 year or 10 year BHS-MP.

7.6.Meetings of the BHS Management Committee: BHS Management Committee
shall convene meetings at least twice in a year and conduct periodic review on
implementation of BHS Management Plan (BHS-MP) and appropriate
modifications shall be made in the BHS-MP, if necessary and all such
modifications must be intimated to the KSBB with the approval of BMC and the
local body.

7.7.Vetting and Approval of BHS-MP: The draft BHS-MP prepared by the BHS
Management Committee in consultation with the respective local body shall be
vetted and approved by KSBB. .

7.8.Involvement of State/ District Administration: BMC and the elected Local Self
Government Body have to ensure constant liaising and integration of BHS-MP
with State, District and Block level administration and planning process. It shall
enable optimum facilitation and funding by relevant government agencies through
integration of various on-going schemes/plans into the BHS-MP. This shall also
help in getting much needed human, technical and financial resources for the
management of BHS.

7.9.Special Focus on Supporting Livelihood and Income Generating Options

through BHS: Value of BHS can be maximized and sustained if the biodiversity
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richness/other values of the BHS are enhanced leading to support sustainable
livelihood means. It could be through ecotourism, fishing, value added services,
and other such income generating programmes.

7.10. No project/activity likely to be implemented by the government or any
other agency shall be permitted in the BHS area without the consent of the
BMC and the BHS Management Committee.

7.11. Generally no restriction is likely to be placed on the community on the
existing utilization of resources from the proposed BHS.

7.12. Restriction in form of regulating the use of the resources may be
warranted in some cases and such restriction may be totally voluntary on the part
of community.

7.13. The management structure and utilization of resources for BHS notified on
Government forest areas and other government owned areas also shall be
determined by the BMC and BHS Management Committee. In such cases, the
authorized officials (one or two) from respective departments of the State
Government should be included in the BHS Management Committee.

8. Components of the Management Plan of BHS:

8.1.A map of the BHS with clear administrative boundaries as notified.

8.2.The status of ownership (include details on incentives to be given as per Para 6.7).

8.3.The current land-use and water-use patterns, conservation related practices and
beliefs, and the dependence of local communities.

8.4.Major Biodiversity in the area and their status as endemic, threatened, endangered
or vulnerable species and genetic stock along with the use value of such
resources.

8.5.Whether a waterfowl refuge during winter, breeding place for water birds or
corridor for any wild animals or migratory route of fish.

8.6.The type and quantum of resources being used by the local community and their
role / importance in the domestic economy as also the average income from them
in situations where they are marketed. Any shift in the pattern of utilization
during the past 10 years. If so the reason for the same.

8.7. Authentic data on the flora, fauna and natural resources in the area.

8.8.Details of projects, if any, in the area under any government/ international

schemes.
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8.9.The suggestions, if any, from the local communities for the improved
conservation and management of biodiversity, and the betterment of the
livelihood by using natural resources and ecosystem services.

8.10. Threats, present and potential if any, to the BHS.

8.11. Management prescription separately for conservation and, sustainable use
of bio-resources to enhance the livelihood of the local community.

8.12. A rough projection of the expected outcomes of setting up the BHS,
including ecological and social/economic benefits (including, where relevant,
estimate of the income expected of on completion of the project).

8.13. Estimated time frame for completion of each component of the plan.

8.14. The Management Plan may also be integrated into the district level
planning process, to enable optimum facilitation and funding by relevant
government agencies.

8.15. Management plan may be periodically reviewed (every 3-5 years) and
modified appropriately, if necessary by the BHS Management Committee in
consultation with BMC and local body. Such modifications shall be brought to
the notice of KSBB and all stakeholders before implementing the same.

9. Monitoring of BHS:

9.1.There may be a State-level Monitoring Committee for each BHS constituted by
KSBB.

9.2. The State level BHS Monitoring Committee shall comprise the following chosen
out of knowledgeable individuals in the field of conservation of wild and
domesticated biodiversity, and related socio-economic aspects, from the following
categories:

9.2.1. Chairperson of the District Biodiversity Coordination Committee
(DBCC) constituted in each district as per
G.0.(Rt.)N0.2550/2022/LSGD dated 20.10.2022 may act as the
Chairman of the Monitoring Committee, the Member Secretary of
KSBB may act as Secretary and the Convener of DBCC (District
Planning Officer) may also be the convener of the Monitoring
Committee.

9.2.2. All the official members of the DBCC.
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9.2.3. Chairperson, Member Secretary and Convener of respective
BMCs.

9.2.4. Elected representative(s) of the ward(s) in which the BHS is
located.

9.2.5. An expert having knowledge and experience in the field of
forestry/wildlife/agro-biodiversity/ aquaculture management or in
the area relevant to the particular BHS,

9.2.6. A member of the BHS Management Committee concerned

9.2.7. A representative from Revenue Department.

9.3.The State-level Monitoring Committee shall monitor the implementation of
management plan periodically (at least twice in a year) and submit a report to the
KSBB indicating clearly the extent (in qualitative and where possible quantitative
terms) of achievement under each component of the Management Plan and
recommendations for improvement.

9.4.The tenure of the Monitoring Committee shall be three years.

10. Finance for BHS Management :

10.1. Once the BHS is notified by the State Government, the NBA (National
Biodiversity Authority) may support the initial establishment of BHS financially
by allocating adequate funding support as seed money through KSBB.
Simultaneously, the financial requirement of BHS may be included in the annual
budget of the local body. The State Government/ KSBB may also allocate
adequate seed money to each BHS on its notification through BMCs.

10.2. Earmarked money for BHS Management Plan (BHS-MP): There
should be specifically earmarked funds or schemes designated for BHS
declaration, management and monitoring by the respective local body and KSBB.
The funds earmarked by KSBB would subsequently be transferred to concerned
BMC based on their proposal on Annual Plan of Operations for the execution and
implementation of BHS-MP.

10.3. Mainstreaming BHS-MP: The BHS-MP has to be mainstreamed with
other existing Plans at state/district/ block and Gram Panchayat/Municipal/
Corporation level for technical and funding assistants. The line departments may
be encouraged to integrate relevant part of the BHS-MP in their action plan; for

this MoU may be signed with concerned authority by the BMC.

Thisisadigitaly signed Gazette.
Authenticity may be verified through https://compose.kerala.gov.in/




36

10.4. The existing/new interest accruing savings account maintained by BMC as
Local Biodiversity Fund (LBF) of the BMC constituted as per Section 43 of the
Biological Diversity (Amendment) Act 2023 is authorized to receive all the funds
earmarked by the local body and financial assistance received from NBA, KSBB,
State/ District/ Block level administration or any other source for the management
and monitoring of the BHS. The accounts maintained by the BMC shall be
audited and reported along with the technical report of the respective BMC
annually as per the rules and as done in case of Local bodies. .

10.5. Income from BHS: The income accrued from the Biodiversity Heritage
Site (BHS) through the implementation of various programmes and projects by
the Biodiversity Management Committee (BMC) and/or the BHS Management
Committee shall be consolidated into the Local Biodiversity Fund. The BMC
shall be responsible for making appropriate determinations regarding the
utilization of such funds for the effective management and conservation of the
BHS.

In instances where the BHS is situated on land owned by private entities or
Devaswom Boards (in the case of sacred groves), a specified portion of the
generated income (other than the incentives outlined under Para 6.7.) shall be
allocated to the respective landowner for the upkeep and maintenance of the
associated infrastructure and facilities pertaining to the declared site. The
percentage of income to be so allocated shall be determined by the BMC and
explicitly stated in the agreement to be executed between the BMC and the

landowner, in accordance with Para 5.7.

These are only model guidelines framed based on the guidelines of NBA after consulting various
experts and incorporated suitable modifications but are within the spirit and frame work of BD

Act (Amendment 2023) and the Kerala Biological Diversity Rules, 2008.

Thisisadigitaly signed Gazette.
Authenticity may be verified through https://compose.kerala.gov.in/




37

Annexure I

FORMAT FOR SUBMITTING PROPOSAL OF BHS
(By the Local bodies/ BMCs/ Relevant Community)

1.Geographical location of the proposed site

a) Name of the proposed site/ BHS

b) Name of the Local body / BMC in which
the proposed site belongs

c) Area of the site (in Sq. Km)

d) Location (Map to be enclosed)

e) Maps/ Sketch showing boundary of
proposed area (issued by the Revenue
Department)

2.Legal Status of the Proposed Area

a) Ownership (concerned department if
government land & name of the private
institution/ local community, in case of
non-government land)

b) Disputes if any

c) Details of access rights if any (e.g.
firewood, medicinal plants, etc.)

d) Significant cultural practices followed in
the area

3.Justification for proposing the site as BHS

a) Significance of the area (ecological, social,
cultural, economic, etc)

b) Main purpose of the proposal for BHS

c) Preliminary ecological profile of the area

d) Benefits of declaring the proposed area as
BHS

4.Present status of the area

a) Existing threats of the area

b) Present status of conservation

c) Pressures on the site
e Encroachment, Agriculture, Grazing
e Environmental pressures, Eco tourism

5. Whether any person or section of people is
identified economically affected by declaring
the proposed site as BHS? If yes give details.

&

Existing site management plan if any

7. Study period of BHS study team (Report
must be enclosed)

-

Signature & Seal of the BMC/ Local body

=

Date of Submission
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Annexure I1

Flowchart
Steps in Identification and Notification of BHS

Comluctmg Publlc dlscussmns with the local commumty and all the _

Constitution of BHS study team (BHSST) (12 members) based on the
decision of public meeting. (Also execution of an agreement in the
prescribed format of KSBB with the land owner by the BMCin case of

| ‘private land).
H

PUBLISHED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT OF GOVERNMENT PRESSES
AT THE GOVERNMENT CENTRAL PRESS, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, 2026 ez
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