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MESSAGE
[ am happy to note that the Kerala State Biodiversity Board isipublishing a

handbook for Range Forest Officers on various regulatory provisions of

Biodiversity Act.

Range Forest Officers have been designated as the authorized officers of
Kerala State Biodiversity Board to implement the Biodiversity Act. I hope
that the book “Guidelines for Range Forest Officers to enforce regulatory
provisions of Biological Diversity Act 2002” will serve as a guidance

manual to RFOs for implementing the Act.

I wish all the best to the Kerala State Biodiversity Board for its efforts to

=

Pinarayi Vijayan

protect the biodiversity of our state.

Tel: (0471) 2333812 & 2333682 Fax: (0471) 2333489 e-mail : chiefminister@kerala.gov.in
website : www.keralacm.gov.in



Foreword

The Convention on Biological Diversity is a collective commitment
of all the member countries including India to Conserve biodiversity
and sustainably use the biological resources. A legislative framework
for implementation of the key mandates of CBD is provided by the
Biological Diversity Act 2002 and Rules 2004. Kerala is a biodiverse
rich state and The Forest Survey of India has recorded that the Total
forest cover of Kerala is 21,144 sq km (54.42%) against a Recorded
forest area of 29.11 %. Total forest cover includes areas outside the
recorded forests with tree stands of more than 10% canopy density
and size 1 ha or more. Such areas outside recorded forest areas are
critical from the point of view of soil, water and environmental
conservation. Even outside of the declared eco-sensitive areas and
forests, Kerala’s natural environment is unique as it is gifted with
varying soil profile, rich vegetation, distinct agro-climatic zones.
Protection of terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems can be achieved
only by sustainable forest management, conservation of marine and
inland waters, ecosystems, restoration of degraded lands, biodiversity
conservation, and sustainable use of natural resources. Range Forest
Officers as the authorized officers in Kerala have an important role
to play in this. The “Guidelines for Range Forest Officers to enforce
regulatory provisions of Biological Diversity Act 2002 in Kerala” is a
guidance manual detailing the major roles of RFOs within the ambit
of Biological Diversity Act and Rules and it is my sincere hope that
we can collectively work for the conservation of biodiversity of our
State.

Chairman
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BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY ACT 2002 AND RULES 2004

The Act was enacted to implement the three fold objectives of the
Convention on Biological Diversity- an international legally-binding
UN treaty to which 196 countries are a party including India. The
key mandate of the Act is

 Conservation of biological diversity

« Sustainable use of its components

o Fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from use of
biological resources and the associated knowledge

INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURE TO IMPLEMENT THE ACT

The Act envisages a decentralized three tier system for its
implementation comprising of

« National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) functioning at
National level

o State Biodiversity Boards (SBBs) at state level

« Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) -
Grama Panchayats, Municipalities and Corporations at
local level and Block and District level

For the effective
implementation of
the Act in the state,
the Kerala State

Government has
—e established the Kerala
State Biodiversity
Board (KSBB) in
2005 and formulated
Kerala State
Biological Diversity
Rules in 2008.




Regulatory Functions of NBA

The NBA deals with the requests for access to bio-resources and
associated traditional knowledge by foreign nationals

National Biodiversity Authorit

All matter relating to IPR
by Indian citizens and
Non-Indians ( Section 6)

To advice Central
government on matters
related to key mandate

of the Act.

All matters relating to Matters relating to Request
transfer of results of for access to bioresources

research to any and associated knowledge by
Non-Indians ( Section 4) Non-Indians - Individuals,
Institutions or Companies
( Section 3)

Regulatory Functions of
State Biodiversity Boards

1. To regulate access to bio-resources by Indians for commercial
purposes (Section 7) and restrict any activity which violates the
objectives of conservation, sustainable use and equitable sharing
of benefits.Regulation is facilitated through the mandate of prior
intimation to concerned SBB about such access.

2. To prohibit or restrict any activity which is detrimental to the
objectives of the Act.

3. To advice state government on matters related to objectives of the
Act.



Restriction on activities
related to access to biological resources

The Biological Diversity Rules 2004 Rule 16 (1) imposes certain
restrictions on requests related to access to biological resources
and traditional knowledge if the request:

(i) is for endangered, endemic and rare taxa
(ii) resultin adverse effects on the livelihood of the local people
(iii) result in adverse environmental impact
(iv) cause genetic erosion or affect ecosystem function
(v) purposes contrary to national interests and other
related international agreements to which India is party
e — , .
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Exemptions for Indians from Section 7

1. Indian citizens / entities for research carried out in India

2. Conventional breeding, traditional practices in use in agriculture,
horticulture, poultry, dairy farming, animal husbandry or bee
keeping

3. Vaids and Hakims, Local people and Communities who have
been practicing indigenous medicine

4. The Central Government may, in consultation with the National
Biodiversity Authority, by notification in the Official Gazette,
declare that the provisions of this Act shall not apply to any items,
including biological resources normally traded as commodities.
(Biological Diversity Act 2002, Section 40).
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Structure of BMCs

BMC’s are statutory organizations at local bodies comprising of
eight members (Section 41 of the Act 2002 and Section 22 of the
Rules, 2004).

The tenure of the BMC shall be five years or co-terminus with the
tenure of the elected Committee/Council

BMC shall hold a minimum of 4 meetings in a year

The meetings shall be chaired by the Chairperson of the BMC, and
in his/her absence, by any other member elected by the members
present

District level TSG comprising of experts in the field of biodiversity

BMC is comprised of : Chairperson, Secretary and
8 persons 6 nominated members.
Chairperson : President/Chairperson/
Mayor of the LSGI

Secretary : Secretary of the LSGI
Women representative : 2 Persons
SC/ST Representative : 1 Person
Other Members : 3 Persons

Total : 8 Persons

The six nominated members shall represent a cross section of the
society — Agriculturist, fisher folk, academicians, community
workers, non-timber forest produce collectors / traders, etc.

Invitees

The MLA and the MP of the Local body

Invitees from various departments (Forest, Agriculture, Animal
Husbandry, Livestock, Health, Fisheries and Education
Department)



Functions of BMC

« Stop illegal access of bio resources within its area of jurisdiction.
The BMC shall also maintain a Register giving information about
the details of the access to biological resources and traditional
knowledge granted, details of the collection fee imposed and
details of the benefits derived and the mode of their sharing.
BMC:s are authorized for levying charges by way of collection fees
for accessing/collecting bio-resources for commercial purpose
within its area of jurisdiction, as per the Act (Section 41 (3))

» Conservation and sustainable utilization of biological resources

» Conservation of traditional varieties/breeds of economically
important plants/animals.

» Preparation of People’s Biodiversity Register.

 Protection of Traditional Knowledge recorded in PBR.

o Proper feedback to the SBB in the matter of IPR, Traditional
Knowledge and local Biodiversity issues.

« Management of Heritage Sites including Heritage Trees, Sacred
Groves and Sacred Water bodies etc

« Take appropriate action for any issues on biodiversity loss.

One day training for Forest Officers at Walayar on 09.08.2019
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BMC:s as Environmental Watch Groups

Biodiversity Management Committee has been authorized to deal
with environmental issues at Gram Panchayat level and to function
as “Environmental watch group” (Annexure 1). The major regulatory
provisions include:

1.

Work for incorporating Primary environmental protection
programmes in the schemes of the panchayat , present them in the
Gramsabha and take actions to include them in the development
schemes of the panchayat.

. The respective BMC will be responsible to inform the concerned

authorities for taking immediate action against all activities
violating environmental rules, acts, notifications, as also
environmental depletion, general public health problems and

circumstances which leads to/ or may lead to threat for human
life.

. Formulation of directions for environmental conservation of

Panchayat and their implementation through the Panchayat
committee, to timely inform the regulatory authorities regarding
instances relating to violation of environmental clearance
regulations

. Organize programmes with people’s participation to ensure

that the water bodies in the Panchayat remain in their natural
conditions, and to restore and assure sustainable protection of
those which have undergone environmental depletion, ensuring
sustainable conservation.

. To directly examine the environmental conditions of the

panchayat, unauthorized exploitation of natural resources and
present conditions of habitats and inform the matter to concerned
authorities






Range Forest Officer-
Authorized officers of Biological Diversity Act

The Central Government vide Gazette notification S.O 120 (E)
dated 07/ 01/2009 has authorized Forest officers not below the
rank of Range Officers in their respective jurisdiction to file
complaints (Annexure 2).

Kerala State Government based on the above authority designated
Range Forest Officers (territorial and wildlife) as authorized
officers to enforce regulatory provisions of Biological Diversity
Act through G.O Rt No 19/2019/ F & WLD dated 16/01/2019,
(Annexure 3).

Enforcing the regulatory provisions under the Act in Kerala has
been further strengthened by an Executive directive No 2/2020 /
PHQ dated 03/02/2020 by Police department. By the said directive
“if any police officers have reasonable grounds to believe that an
offence has been committed under the provisions of the Act they
shall verify the facts by spot inspection and inform the concerned
forest officers to take necessary action (Annexure 4).

The offence under this Act are cognizable and non-bailable and
no court shall take action on any offence except on a complaint
made by Authorized officer, (Biological Diversity Act 2002,
Section 58 and 61).

Responsibilities of Range Forest Officers

. Informing and guiding Biodiversity Management Committees

about violations of Biodiversity Act in their jurisdiction to make
them capable to act as Environmental watch group

. Filing of charge sheets for violations of the provisions of Act and

Rule made there under (Section 61 (a) of Biological Diversity
Act).

. Identify and suggest areas of biodiversity richness to be declared

as Biodiversity Heritage Sites

14




A) ENFORCING REGULATORY FUNCTIONS - ROLE OF RFOs

The regulatory functions under Biological Diversity Act for which
RFOs can act includes

1. Regulation of Non-Indians nationals from taking any
bioresources without due permission of the NBA (Biological
Diversity Act 2002, Section 3)

Who are regulated :

Any Non-Indian / NRI / body corporate or organization having
non-Indian share capital or management

When to apply:

Before obtaining any biological resources occurring in India or
knowledge associated for

o Research
o commercial utilization
 bio-survey and bio-utilization

Penalties

o These offences are punishable with imprisonment which may
extend to five years or fine upto ten lakh rupees or with both

o Attempt to contravene or abatement of contravention of the above
provisions is also punishable ( Biological Diversity Act, Section 55
(1) states that “Whoever contravenes or attempts to contravene or
abets the contravention of the provisions of section 3 or section
4 or section 6 shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term
which may extend to five years, or with fine which may extend to
ten lakh rupees and where the damage caused exceeds ten lakh

rupees such fine may commensurate with the damage caused, or
with both”

15



2. Regulation of access to bioresources for commercial utilization
by Indian citizens (Section 7) without prior intimation to State
Biodiversity Board.

Who are regulated

Indians / body corporates, associations / organizations registered
in India

When to apply:
Before obtaining biological resources for

« Commercial utilization
 Bio-survey and bio-utilisation for commercial utilization

Where to apply: Prior intimation to the SBB concerned

Penalties : Punishable with imprisonment upto 3 years or fine upto 5
lakh rupees or both, ( Biological Diversity Act, Section 55 (2)).

3. Regulation of collection of notified plant or animal species

which is on the verge of extinction as a threatened species
from forest and non forest areas without the approval of SBB
(Section 38) of the Act.
No notified plant or animal species shall be collected (except for
certain purposes) from forest and non forest areas without the
approval of SBB. In Kerala 26 species of flora and 12 species of
fauna are notified under BD Act (Annexure 5).
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4. Regulation of activities violating the objectives of conservation

o Range Forest Officers are authorized officers of the State
Government, with authority to take action against activities
violating the objectives of biodiversity conservation and
sustainable utilization or violation of any provisions of Act and
Rules.

+ Hereit may be noted that the offences under this act are cognizable
and non bailable as per the section 58 of the Act.

« KSBB being a statutory advisory board is frequently directed
by Central/ State Government or by Judiciary to conduct prima
facie enquiry into Environmental issues/ Biodiversity loss or on
other instances relating to violation of environmental clearance
regulations. RFOs as authorized officers under Section 61 (a) can
conduct enquiries and submit reports based on requests from
KSBB.

The salient provisions of the Act in this regard includes:

Sections 23, 24, 56 and 59 are very relevant in this context and details
the power of SBBs to perform or take all steps as are necessary for the
conservation of biological diversity and its sustainable use.

Section 23 of the Act specify the functions of State Biodiversity Board
which includes

(a) to advise the State Government, on matters relating to the
conservation of biodiversity, sustainable use of its components and
equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilisation of
biological resources;

(b) regulate by granting of approvals or otherwise requests for
commercial utilization or bio-survey and bio-utilisation of any
biological resource by Indians;

c) perform such other functions as may be necessary to carry out

the provisions of this Act or as may be prescribed by the State
Government.

17
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Section 24 (2) of the Act provides powers to SBB for restricting or
prohibiting the activities contemplated in the intimation requests
received under Section 7 of the Act, if the SBB is of the opinion
that such activity is detrimental or contrary to the objectives of
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity or equitable sharing
of benefits arising out of such activity.

Besides regulating by prohibiting or restricting demand for access to
biodiversity as per Sect 24 (2), KSBB is authorized by Act to perform
such other functions as are necessary for ensuring conservation
and sustainable use of bioresources as well as access to bioresources
and fair and equitable sharing of benefits. ( Sec 23 a and 23c). Thus
any activity which is unsustainable or violating the objectives of
biodiversity conservation must be regulated/ prohibited by KSBB or
the authorized officers, i.e. RFOs.

Rule 12 (xxx) of Kerala Biological Diversity Rules 2008 empowers
KSBB to underetake physical inspection of any area within its
jurisdiction in connection with implementation of BD Act. KSBB
is empowered to take cognizance of the activities which threaten
biodiversity during such physical inspections/ or to issue orders
restricting or prohibiting such activities. Once such a direction or
order is contravened authorized officers under the Act can take legal
action.

To ensure implementation of above rule 12 (xxx), Section 56 provides
clear authority and deals with Penalty for contravention of directions
or orders of Central Government, State Government, National
Biodiversity Authority and State Biodiversity Boards for which no
punishment has been separately provided under this Act. Under this
section, provisions for punishment “with a fine which may extend
to one lakh rupees and in case of a second or subsequent offence,
with fine which may extend to two lakh rupees and in the case of
continuous contravention with additional fine which may extend to
two lakh rupees everyday during which the default continues” are
provided. If such a situation is noticed where a specific order of SBB



are seen to have been contravened, then RFO (the authorized officer)
can initiate action under Section 56 which includes fine upto Rs 2.00
lakh/ day (as referred above).

Besides section 59 clearly state that the “provisions of the Act shall
be in addition to and not in derogation of any other law for the time
being in force relating to forests or wildlife”

The implication of section 59 is that, if any offence has occurred
within Forest area, then provisions of various Forest Act and
provisions of Biological Diversity Act should (or in-addition
to) also be used by the authorized officers as most of the forest
offences are related to biodiversity only.

So far as Non Forest areas are concerned the illegal removal or loss
or degradation of biodiversity such as damage and degradation
of mangroves, sacred groves, riparian vegetation, wildlife (both
flora and fauna) in the aquatic or territorial ecosystems, etc. are
the types of issues against which RFOs can take actions using
penalty powers given in the section 56. RFOs can also take the help
of Police Department for this purpose as per Executive directive
No 2/2020 /PHQ dated 03/02/2020 of Police department.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
KERALA: 5 ARRESTED FOR FELLING ENDANGERED TREE FERNS

IDUKKT: The state forest department arrested five
4 persons under the Biodiversity Protection Act (BPA),
2002, for allegedly felling and smuggling Cyathea
4 crinite trees from Mathappu area near Munnar on
Friday. Cyathea crinite, locally known as ‘pannal; is a
threatened species of tree fern included in the red list
of the International Union of Conservative of Nature
(TUCN). Forest range officer Nibu Kiran said that
this was the first time that arrests were made under
the BPA in Kerala. The accused, G Thankaraj (79),
A G Albert (48), P Marimuthu (61), S Soloman (39),
S Selvom (50), and P Raja (38), were remanded in
custody after producing them before the Devikulam
magistrate court on Saturday. If found guilty, the
accused persons would get a jail term of up to
— three years and a fine of up to Rs 5 lakh. The rare

- fern, Cyathea crinite, grows into a tree in the rarest
conditions in elevated areas of 1,500 to 2,000 metres above the sea level. They are endemic to the Western Ghats
and the wet, elevated zones in Sri Lanka (mostly in Nuwaraeliya). Kiran said the men were arrested based on a
tip-off that they were cutting down the trees in the Kanan Devan Hills Plantations Ltd’s estate under Gudarvila
division for supplying to an ayurvedic company
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1.

B. EMPOWERING BMC

Strengthening BMC to implement Biodiversity Act and to
function as Environmental watch group

The RFOs can guide BMCs by building their capacity to identify
violations of the environmental rules, acts, notifications, as also
environmental depletion, unauthorized exploitation of natural
resources and instances relating to violation of environmental
clearance regulations and to take appropriate actions.

RFOs can take legal action for any issues on loss of biodiversity
informed by BMCs under the provisions of the Act as mentioned
above

RFOs can guide BMCs as Environmental watch groups to take
actions to include Primary environmental/ biodiversity protection
programmes in the development schemes of the panchayat.

Section 41 (3) empowers Biodiversity Management Committees
to levy charges by way of collection fees from any person for
accessing or collecting any biological resource for commercial
purposes from areas falling within its territorial jurisdiction. As
per Rules 20(12) of Kerala Biological Diversity Rules 2008 the
BMC:s shall maintain a register giving information about details
of access to bioresources and collection fees imposed. BMCs can
be strengthened by providing information received about illegal/
or transit of bioresources for commercial utilization or collection
of bioresources including nonwood forest product collecting
agencies and inform the quantity of produce being taken by
various persons/ organizations from their jurisdiction. This will
enable the BMCs to charge collection fees and the amount can
be credited to Local Biodiversity Fund which is to be utilized for
biodiversity conservation and promotion of sustainable use of
bioresources.



C. DOCUMENTATION OF BIODIVERSITY IN
PEOPLES BIODIVERSITY REGISTER

Documentation of Biodiversity in Peoples Biodiversity Register is a
key mandate of BMCs. PBR contains comprehensive information on
Biodiversity and associated knowledge of the locality and plays an
important role for sui generis protection of traditional knowledge and
for ensuring that benefits that arise out of commercial utilization of
traditional knowledge are equitably shared with the local community.
Being the Authorized Officers to enforce the regulatory provisions
of the Biodiversity Act, 2002 and to support BMCs for identifying
areas of biodiversity richness in their jurisdiction, documentation of
biodiversity or preparation of PBR and its updation is very important.

21



D. BIODIVERSITY HERITAGE SITES- IDENTIFICATION

Biodiversity Heritage Sites.

Under Section 37 of Biological Diversity Act, 2002 (BDA) the State
Governmentin consultation withlocal bodies may notifyin the official
gazette, areas of biodiversity importance as Biodiversity Heritage Sites
(BHS). All kinds of legal land uses whether government, community
or private could be considered for BHS. BHS are well defined areas
that are unique, ecologically fragile ecosystems - terrestrial, coastal
and inland waters and, marine having rich biodiversity.

Locally Important Biodiversity Heritage Areas ( Government of
Kerala, Kerala State Biodiversity Board initiative)

Kerala State Government by G.O 5/2020 / Envt dated 03/03/2020
has empowered BMC to notify locally important biodiversity rich
area/ ecosystems/ trees as Locally Important Biodiversity Heritage
Areas after conducting a preliminary survey with the help of
Technical Support Group (TSG) (Annexure 6). Any violations of
such orders will attract Section 24/ (2) n of Biological Diversity Act
2002 and Rule 55 (2) and 56 of Rules 2004. BMC can take action
for conservation of such areas as per Section 37 and Rule 19 of the
Kerala Biological Diversity

5 2 .
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E. PROMOTION OF BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION BY BMCs

RFOscaninitiate manyjoint programmeswith BMCs for conservation
and sustainable use of biodiversity as well as augumenting the
bioresources on the margin of forest as well as in community areas
where in social forestry activities are undertaken. Some of the joint
programs which can be taken up includes :

1.

v

0 N

11.
12.
13.

14.
15.

As BMCs are mandated with conservation of biodiversity at local
level joint programs in field of Agroforestry, community forestry
and Extension forestry can be undertaken

Conservation of sacred groves/ community conserved places/
mangroves/laterite hills, traditional water bodies as Keni and
other unique ecosystem

Conservation of local landraces and wild relatives of crop plants
and indigenous breeds

Conservationofflagship speciessuchasturtles, birds, butterfliesetc
Conservation of heronries/ and other small areas which provide
refuge to animals

Promotion of indigenous species in nurseries

Greening of public places / roadsides/river banks etc

Avenue planting in cities/ urban parks

Promote identification, prioritization and eradication of invasive
alien species

. Identification and restoration of degraded ecosystems using local

indigenous species (wetlands/ degraded ponds/sacred grooves,
blocked streams/ degraded areas, abandoned quarries etc.)
Promote sustainable eco-tourism and waste management
Establishment of Nutritive/Biodiversity Gardens in panchayat
Support biodiversity-compatible production practices in
agriculture, aquaculture, agro-forestry, and fisheries

Promotion of awareness programs

Identification of biodiversity rich area from each panchayat or
municipality with help of BMC and preserve it as a heritage site.

23
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W Ho To TH0-33004/99

Che Gazette of 7adia
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W [I—W@UE 3—39-T@Us (ii)
PART II—Section 3—Sub-section (ii)

Pucord-Bcaiion
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY
4 68] & faeelt, WWaR, SR 12, 20094t 22, 1930
No. 68] NEW DELHI, MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 2009/PAUSA 22, 1930
e wE A wAeE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS
rftrger NOTIFICATION
¢ fewett, 7 SR, 2009 New Delhi, the 7th January, 2009

3, 120(3).—ra-faferan arfufm, 2002 (2003
1 18) F1 UW 61 % WL (F) §N T AfFwal H w4
FW T, FK &R TGN A 17 Taww, 2008 5
sifergae g #.31. 2708 (31) ® s freafafea wate
F R, A —

SRR SR

aifea § 9 G 3, 9 G 4 3R ST AW | 2
ok 3 ¥ W T ored-wfafieal @ @) Frefatad B
7= wenifa feran smom, Aa: —

§.0. 120(E).—In exercise of the powers conferred
by clause (a) of Section 61 of the Biological Diversity Act,
2002 (18 of 2003), the Central Government hereby make the
following further amendments in the Notification No.S.0.
2708 (E), dated 17th November, 2008 namely :—

In the said Notification :—

In the TABLE, after S1.No. 3, S1.No. 4 and the corre-
sponding entries in column No. 2 & 3 thereof, shall be
inserted, namely :—

%1 4. o fafqea aifufrm, 2002 st &
F U 61 (F) & fata
fereaa <ot w0 & fag
ifrpa aifrmrt
(1) 2) 3)
4, o9 v St S R I -
I¥FAwuad afepr & §

[T, . 28-14/2008-FTE-1II (T )]

T, % e, g aee

feraquit et g T 17 TFawR, 2008 T SeRgEr

. LI 2708(3) B Wed URA B oA,
SR H Yeh1f¥rd 1 E o |

155 GI/2009

SLNo. Officer authorised to
file complaints under
Section 61 (a) of the
Biological Diversity
Act, 2002

o @ 3)
4. Forest Officers notbelow  In their respective
the rank of Range Officers jurisdictions

[F.No. 28-14/2008-CS-IIl (NBA)]
A.K.GOYAL, Jt. Secy.

Note : The Principal Notification was published in the
Gazette of India, Extraordinary vide Notification
No. 8.0. 2708 (E), dated 17th November, 2008.

Area of jurisdiction

Printed by the Manager, Govt. of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-110064
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054.

REGD.NO.D.L.-33004/99
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Annexure 3 File No.FWLD-D1/211/2018-FWLD !

GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract

Forest & Wildlife Department - Authorizing designated Range Forest Officers in A
the State to enforce the regulatory provisions of the "Biodiversity Act 2002"-
sanction accorded - Orders issued.

FOREST & WILDLIFE (D) DEPARTMENT
G.0.(Rt)N0.19/2019/F&WLD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 16/01/2019

Read Letters No. BDC1-17340/18 dated 17.05.2018 and 16.11.2018 from the
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & Head of Forest Force,
Thiruvananthapuram.

ORDER

In the circumstances reported by the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests &
Head of Forest Force, Government hereby designate all Territorial and Wildlife
Range Forest Officers in the State as 'Authorized Officers' to enforce the regulatory
provisions of the Biodiversity Act, 2002. The designated officers shall be carried
out the following activities;

1. Informing -and guiding the Biodiversity Management Committee's

(BMC's) about various violation of Biological Diversity Act in their

jurisdiction to make them capable to truly act as local 'Environment
atch Group' as per GO No. 0-/?/13/Envt. dated 13.05.2013.

2. Wherever required, filing of charge sheets for violation under section
61 (a) of Biological Diversity Act.

3. Range Forest Officers shall help in identifying and suggesting areas of
biodiversity richness so as to help to declare them Biodiversity Heritage
Sites (BHS).

{(By order of the Governor)
VENU V
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY
To:
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & Head of Forest Force,
Thiruvananthapuram.
e Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) & Chief Wildlife Warden,
Thiruvananthapuram.

The Principal Accountant General (A & I}/ (Audit), Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.

Stock File / Office Copy.
Forwarded- order
e -
Secson\Officer



Annexure 4

POLICE DEPARTMENT

KERALA
No0.C6-16597/2020/PHQ
Police Headquarters,
Thiruvananthapuram
B<dphg.pol@kerala.gov.in
%04712721547

Dated. 03-02-2020

Executive Directive No. 2/2020/PHQ

Sub : Police Officers to report to Authorized officers to Biological Diversity Act —
Reg.

Ref : Procedure for restricting activities violating the objectives of conservation
of biodiversity — Biological Diversity Act 2002 and Rules 2004

Access to bioresources for commercial utilization by Indian Nationals is regulated
under Section 7 and Section 24 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002. Prior intimation to
State Biodiversity Board in the prescribed Form | is necessary before any person
undertakes such activities. The Central Government has notified certain items as
Normally Traded Commodities as exempted from the ambit of the Act vide Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate change notification S.0.3533 (E) dated 7th November
2017 and S.O. 1352(E) dated 7th April 2016.

02. The Biological Diversity Act also regulates access to bioresources by foreign
nationals for research or commercial utilization. As per section 3 of Biological Diversity
Act 2002 prior approval of National Biodiversity Authority in the prescribed Form | is
necessary before any foreign nationals undertake such activities. The provision of the
Biological Diversity Act shall be in addition to, and not in derogation of, the provisions in
any other law relating to forests or wildlife for the time being in force.

03. The offences under Biological Diversity Act shall be cognizable and non-bailable and
punishable under Section 55 and 56 of the Act. The Government of Kerala vide Order
G.O.(Rt) No. 19/2019 F&WLD dated 16.01.2019 has designated all Territorial and Wildlife
Range Forest Officers in the State as authorized officers to enforce the regulatory
provisions of the Act.
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04. It is hereby directed that in the event any police officer in the State of Kerala has
reasonable grounds to believe that any person or agency has committed an offence under
the above said provisions or committed any act without the prior approval of Kerala State
Biodiversity Board or National Biodiversity Authority as the case may be, shall verify the
facts by a spot inspection and immediately inform the concerned Forest Officers to take
necessary action. The Police Officers shall observe the prescribed procedures under
CrPC before entering/searching any premises/ vehicle/individual.

e

Loknath Behera IPS
State Police Chief

To . All officers in List B
Copy To : Copy to: CAsto all Officers in PHQ/DD, PR for information & n/a

ED Register
Kerala Police Website
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Tt Ho St Teio-33004/99

_REGD.NO.D.L-33004/%9

Che Gazette of Iudia

EXTRAORDINARY

AT [I—QUE 3—IT-WUE (ii)
PART II—Section 3—Sub-section (ii)

. Wi | yEve

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

W 648]
No. 648

¢ feeett, geafaan, 3w 23, 2009/39M@ 3, 1931
NEW DELHI, THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2009/VAISAKHA 3, 1931

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 15th April, 2009

S.0. 997(E)—In exercise of powers conferred by section 38 of the Biological
Diversity Act, 2002 (18 of 2003), the Central Government, in consultation with the
Government of Kerala, hereby notifies the species of plants and animals which are on the
verge of extinction, as listed in column (2) of the Table given below, and prohibit and
regulate the collection thereof, subject to the conditions specified in the Annexure to this
notification, for the State of Kerala, namely:—

TABLE
Sl.No. Name of the species
(1) @)
Plants
1. Adenosma malabaricum Hook. f.
2. Agasthiyamalaia paucifiora (Bedd.) S. Rajkumar & Janarth.
[=Poeciloneuron pauciflorum Bedd.]
3. Aglaia malabarica Sasidh.
4. Anacolosa densiflora Bedd.
5. Atuna indica (Bedd.) Kosterm.
6. Calliandra cynometroides Bedd.
7. Cinnamomum travancoricim Gamble
8. Dialium travancoricum Bedd.
9. Dimorphocalyx beddomei (Benth.) Airy Shaw
10. Dipterocarpus bourdilloni Brandis
11. Elaeocarpus venustus Bedd.
12. Garcinia imberti Bourd.
13. Haplothismia exanulata Airy Shaw
14. Humboldtia bourdillonii Prain
15. Humboldtia trijuga (Joseph & V. Chandras.) Mohanan
16. £ h

31



4 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [Part II—SEc. 3(ii)]

17. Madhuca bourdillonii (Gamble) H.J. Lam.
18. Memecylon sisparense Gamble
19. Paphiopedilum druryi (Bedd.) Stein
20. Salacia malabarica Gamble
21. Syzygium palghatense Gamble
22. Syzygium periyarensis Jomy & Sasidh.
23. Toxocarpus beddomei Gamble
24. Toxocarpus palghatensis Gamble
25. Vanda thwaitesii Hook.f
26. Vanda wightii Rchb.f.
Ani I

1. Latidens salimalli, Thonglongya, 1974
2. Viverra civettina, Blyth, 1862
3. Balaenoptera musculus (Linneaeus, 1758)
4. Dugong dugon (Muller, 1776)
5. Panthera tigris tigris, Linnaeus, 1758
7. Gyps indicus (Scopoli, 1786)
8. Dermochelys coriacea (Vandelli, 1761)
9. Eretmochelys imbricata (Linnaeus, 1766)
10. Fejervarya murthii Pillai, 1979
11. Indirana phrynoderma (Boulenger, 1882)
12. Philautus chalaziodes (Gunther, 1876)
13. Pristis zijsron Bleeker, 1851

Annexure

Condition Conditions

No.

1. No plant or animal species as notified above shall be collected in live or dead
condition by any person except, for purposes mentioned below, with the approval of
the concerned State Biodiversity Board; and also in accordance with the provisions of
the Indian Forest Act, 1927 (16 of 1927) and the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 (53
of 1972) or the relevant State forest and wildlife legislations, namely:-

(e)  Scientific research;

(f) Herbarium and museum of scientific and academic institutions;
(g) Propagation; and

(h)  Any other scientific investigation.

2. The concerned State Biodiversity Board shall initiate or conduct :-
(iv)  studies on all aspects of the notified species for holistic understanding;

(v) propagation of the notified species for the purpose of in situ and ex situ
conservation and rehabilitation; and

(vi) awareness programmes and provide educational materials on notified
species for forest department personnel, Biodiversity Management
Committees, ecotourism programmes, and forest dwellers and tribals.

[F.No.28 12/2008-CS-111}
A.K.GOYAL, Jt. Secy.
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List of Range Forest Offices in Kerala

Southern Circle

Thiruvanathapuram

SL.
No

Office Address

Telephone
Number

Mobile
Number

Range Forest Officer,
Palode Range, Pacha. P.O, Palode,
Thiruvanathapuram - 695562

0472-2842122

8547601000

Range Forest Officer,
Paruthippally Range,

Kuttichal P.O, Kattakkada (via),
Tvpm- 695574

0472-2854022

8547600960

Range Forest Officer,
Kulathupuzha Range,
Kulathupuzha P.O,
Kollam- 691310

0475-2317827

8547600970

Punalur

Range Forest Officer,
Anchal Range, Anchel P.O, Kollam-
691308

0475-2270100

8547600725

Range Forest Officer,
Pathanapuram Range, Pathanapuram
P.O, Kollam- 689695

0475-2354848

8547600700

Thenmala

Range Forest Officer,
Thenmala Range, Thenmala P.O.,
Kollam- 691308

0475-2345010

8547601049

Range Forest Officer,
Central Nursery,
Kulathupuzha, Kollam

0475-2317881

8547601045

Range Forest Officer,
Aryankavu, Aryankavu P.O

0475-2211700

8547601067

Achencoil

Range Forest Officer,
Kallar Range, Achencovil,

Piravanthur (via), Kollam- 689696

0475-2342551

8547600520
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Range Forest Officer,
Kanayar Range, Achencovil,
Piravanthur (via), Kollam- 689696

0475-2342532

8547600510

11

Range Forest Officer,
Achankovil Range, Achencovil (via),
Piravanthur, Kollam- 689696

0475-2342530

8547600500

Konni

12

Range Forest Officer,
Mannarappara Range,
Mullumala, Chempanaruvi. P.O,
Piravanthur(via), Kollam- 689696

0475-2331199

8547600666

13

Range Forest Officer,
Naduvathumuzhi Range,
Kallelithottam P.O, Konni,
Pathanamthitta- 689691

0468-2242459

8547600555

14

Range Forest Officer,
Konni Range, Konni P.O, Pathana-
mthitta- 689691

0468-2342005

8547600610

Ranni

15

Range Forest Officer,
Ranni Range, Ranni P.O,,
Pathanamthitta-689672

04735-223471

8547600770

16

Range Forest Officer,
Goodrickal Range,
Angamoozhi P.O.,
Pathanamthitta- 689662

04735-279063

8547600890

17

Range Forest Officer,
Vadasserikkara Range,
Vadasserikkara,
Pathanamthitta- 689662

04735-252021

8547600830

High Range Circle

Kottayam

18

Range Forest Officer,
Nagarampara Range,
Idukki Colony P.O,
Idukki- 6856602

04862-232274

8547601238
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Range Forest Officer,
Ayyappankovil Range,
Kanchiyar P.O,
Kattapana, Idukki-685511

04868-259210

8547601115

20

Range Forest Officer,
Kumili Range, Kumili P.O,,
Idukki- 685509

04869-222056

8547601146

21

Range Forest Officer
Erumeli Range, Erumeli. P.O,
Kottayam- 686509

04828-212230

8547601211

Idukki

22

Range Forest Officer,
Flying Squad Range, Thekkady P.O,
Idukki-685536

8547603009

23

Range Forest Officer,
Devikulam P.O, Munnar,
Idukki-685613

04865-264323

8547601368

24

Range Forest Officer,
Adimaly Range, Koompanpara P.O,
Adimali, Idukki

04864-223542

8547601381

25

Range Forest Officer,
Neriamangalam Range,
Neriamangalam P.O, Idukki- 696693

04850-2554482

8547601424

Marayoor

26

Range Forest Officer,
Special Investigation Unit,
Marayoor P.O., Idukki - 685620

9447979096

27

Range Forest Officer,
Marayoor Range, Marayoor P.O,
Idukki- 685620

04865-252378

9447979036

28

Range Forest Officer,
Kanthalloor Range,
Sahyagiri PO (via)
Marayoor, Idukki- 685620

04865-252902

9447979173

Mankulam

29

Range Forest Officer,
Anakulam Range, Kallarkutty Road,
Adimali P.O., Idukki-685565

04864-218871

8547601553
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Range Forest Officer,
Mankulam Range, Virippara,
Manjulam P.O, Idukki-685565

04864-218872

8547601560

Kothamangalam

31

Range Forest Officer,
Kothamangalam Range,
Kothamangalam P.O,
Ernakulam-686691

0485-2824995

8547601323

32

Range Forest Officer,
Mullaringad Range, Thalacode P.O.,
Oonnukal, Ernakulam-686693

0485-2856954

8547601313

33

Range Forest Officer,
Kaliyar Range , Kaliyar P.O, Idukki

0486-2247591

8547601302

34

Range Forest Officer,
Thodupuzha Range, Muttom P.O,
Idukki-685587

04862-256966

8547601273

Central Circle

Thrissur

35

Range Forest Officer,
Vadakkanchery Range, Enkakad P.O,
Vadakkanchery (via),

Thrissur- 680589

04884-232305

8547601781

36

Range Forest Officer,
Machad Range, Enkakad P.O (via)
Wadakanchery, Thrissur-680589

04884-232003

8547601630

37

Range Forest Officer, Pattikkad
Range, Pattikkad P.O,Thrissur-680652

04872-283620

8547601690

Chalakkudy

38

Range Forest Officer,
Palappilly Range, Velupadam P.O,
Varantharappilly, Thrissur- 680303

0480-2763901

8547601791

39

Range Forest Officer,
Vellikulangara Range,
Pady P.O, Thrissur- 680699

0480-2742053

8547601836

40

Range Forest Officer,
Pariyaram Range,
Pariyaram P.O, Thrissur- 680721

0480-2746058

8547601812
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Vazhachal

41

Range Forest Officer,
Sholayar Range, Malakkappara P.O,
Sholayar, Thrissur-680724

8547601935

42

Range Forest Officer,
Kollathirumedu Range,
Poringalkuthu P.O, Thrisuur-680721

8547601919

43

Range Forest Officer,
Vazhachal Range, Poringalkuthu P.O,
Chalakudy, Thrissur-680721

8547601968

44

Range Forest Officer,
Charpa Range, Poringalkuthu P.O,
Chalakudy, Thrissur-680721

8547601893

45

Range Forest Officer,
Athirappilly Range, Ezhattumugham
P.O, Mukkannur, Ernakulam- 683577

0484-2451171

8547601858

Malayattoo

—

46

Range Forest Officer,
Kuttampuzha Range, Kuttampuzha
P.O, Kothamangalam,(via) Ernakulam

0485-2588273

8547604260

47

Range Forest Officer,
Edamalayar Range,
Vadattupara P.O,
Kothamangalam(via),
Ernakulam- 686694

0485-2582022

8547604286

48

Range Forest Officer,
Thundathil Range,
Bhoothathankettu PO,
Kothamangalam,
Ernakulam- 686691

0485-2889333

8547604333

49

Range Forest Officer,
Kodanad Range, Koovappadi P.O,,
Ernakulam- 683544

0484-2640774

8547604182

50

Range Forest Officer,
Kalady Range,
Neeleeswaram P.O,
Ernakulam - 683584

0484- 2462367

8547604228
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Eastern Circle

Palakkad

51 | Range Forest Officer, 0466-2220108
Ottappalam Range, Shornur, roottapalam@ 8547602087
Govt Press P.O, Shornur Palakkad gmail.com

2 | g ot Ofc
Kallekulangara PO., frook;ich;fmall. 8547602072
Railway colony, Palakkad

53 | Range Forest Officer,
Walayar Range, g rg%\;a a%reslgc%z 8547602095
Pampampallam P.O, Palakkad. gmail.com

Nenmara

54 | Range Forest Officer,
Alathur Range, Anakkappara, 04922-258655 8547602133
Anjumoorthi P.O., Palakkad- 678682

55 | Range Forest Officer,
Kollengode Range, Vattekkad P.O, 04923-264104 | 8547602153
Kollemkode, Palakkad- 678506

56 | Range Forest Officer,
Nelliampathy Range, Nemmara P.O, 04923-241014 8547602120
Palakkad- 678508

Mannarkkad

57 | Range Forest Officer, Attappady
Range, Mukkali P.O., Mannarkkad, 04924-253221 8547602308
Palakkad-678582

58 | Range Forest Officer, Agali Range,
Kalakndy P.O, 04924-253236 8547602309
Mannarkad, Palakkad- 678582

59 | Range Forest Officer, Mannarkkad
Range, Annarkad P.O, Palakkad- 04924-225566 8547602307
678582

Nilambur South

60 | Range Forest Officer,

Karulai Range, Karulai P.O, 04931-270296 8547602262

Malappuram -679344
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61

Range Forest Officer,
Kalikavu Range, Wandoor P.O,
Malappuram- 679328

04931-245720

8547602285

Nilambur North

62

Range Forest Officer,
Nilambur Range, Nilambur P.O,
Malappuram- 679329

04931-220005

8547602167

63

Range Forest Officer,
Vazhikkadavu Range, Palunda,
Edakkara P.O, Malappuram

04931-275322

8547602169

64

Range Forest Officer,
Edavanna Range, Nilambur P.O,
Malappuram

04931-221959

8547602168

65

Range Forest Officer,
Forest Central Nursery, Nilambur

04931- 232932

8547602170

66

Range Forest Officer,
Divisional Forest Protection Reserve
Force Range

04931-224103

8547602171

Northern Circle

Kozhikode

67

Range Forest Officer,
Peruvannamuzhi Range,
Peruvannamuzhy P.O,,
Kozhikkode- 673528

0496-2666788

8547602830

68

Range Forest Officer,
Thamarassery Range, Thamarassery
P.O, Kozhikkode- 673573

0495-2223720

8547602791

69

Range Forest Officer,
Kuttiady Range, Kuttiady P.O.,
Kozhikode- 673508

0496-2598320

8547602771

Wayand South

70

Range Forest Officer,
Chedleth Range, Pulppalli,
Pulppalli P.O. Wayanad- 673579

04936-243700

8547602737

71

Range Forest Officer,
Kalpetta Range, Pinangode Road,

Kalpetta. P.O, Wayanad-673121

04936-205038

8547602715
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72 | Range Forest Officer,
Meppady Range, Meppady P.O, 04936-282001 8547602680
Wayanad- 6735577
Wayanad North
73 | Range Forest Officer,
Mananthavady Range,
Mananthavady PO, 04935-240614 8547602480
Wayanad- 670645
74 | Range Forest Officer, 04935-240617 | 8547602541
Periya Range
75 | Range Forest Officer,
Begur Range, Mananthavady P.O, 04935-240627 8547602504
Wayanad- 670645
Kannur
76 | Range Forest Officer,
Thaliparamba Range, Pulimbaramba | 04602-206696 | 8547602620
P.O, Thaliparamba, Kannur- 670141
77 | Range Forest Officer,
Kottiyoor Range, Edayar, 0490-2302015 8547602035
Kannoth P.O, Kannur- 670650
78 | Range Forest Officer,
Kannavam Range, Kannavam P.O, 04902-300971 8547602059
Kannur- 670650
Kasaragod
79 | Range Forest Officer,
Kanhangad Range, Anandadarsam 0467-2207077 | 8547602600
P.O, Kasargode- 671531
80 | Range Forest Officer,
Kasargode Range, Near Railway 04994-225072 8547602576
Station, Kasargod P.O, 671121
WILDLIFE WING
Agasthyavanam Biological Park Wildlife Circle
Thiruvananthapuram
Asst. Wildlife Warden,
81 Neyyar Wildlife Sanctuary, Neyyar 0471-2072182 | 8547602970

Dam P.O, Kattakkada,
Thiruvananthapuram-695572
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82

Asst. Wildlife Warden ,

Peppara Wildlife Sanctuary, Peppara
Dam P.O, Vithura,
Thiruvananthapuram-695551

0472-2892344

8547602951

Shendurney

83

Asst. Wildlife Warden,
Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary,
Thenmala Dam P.O, Kollam- 691308

0475-2344600

8547602930

Wildlife circle

Kottayam

84

Range Forest Officer,
Thekkady Range, Thekkady P.O,
Idukki- 685536

04869-222947

8547603008

85

Range Forest Officer,
Periyar Range, Mullakkudy,
Thekkady P.O- 685536

04869-224267

8547603009

86

Range Forest Officer,
Vallakkadav Range, Periyar P.O,
Idukki- 685533

04869-252515

8547603010

87

Range Forest Officer,
Eco-Development Range, Thekkady

8547603013

88

Range Forest Officer,

Research Range, Rajiv Gandhi
Interpretation Centre, Thekkady P.O,
Idukki- 685536

8547603040

89

Range Forest Officer,
Flying Squad, Thekkady

8547603012

90

Range Forest Officer,
Pampa Range, Vallakadavu P.O,
Vandiperiyar (via), Idukki-685553

04828-215200

8547603148

91

Range Forest Officer,
Azhutha Range, Peerumedu PO,
Idukki- 685531

04869-233710

8547603123

92

Asst.Wildlife Warden,
Idukki Wildlife Sanctuary,
Vellappara, Painavu P.O,
Idukki- 685603

04862-233041

8547603173
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93

Asst.Wildlife Warden,
Thattekkadu Bird Sanctuary,
Thattekkad P.O, Kothamangalam,
Ernakulam- 686681

04865-231587

9447979093

94

Asst.Wildlife Warden, Eravikulam
National Park, Rajamala, Idukki

04865-208255

8547603200

95

Asst.Wildlife Warden,
Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary,
Marayoor P.O, Idukki- 685620

04865-252039

8547603220

96

Asst.Wildlife Warden,
Shola National Park Range,
Top Station, Ellappetty P.O, Idukki

8547603258

Wildlife Northern Region

Peechi

97

Asst. Wildlife Warden,
Choolannur & Peechi, Wildlife Sanc-
tuary, Peechi P.O, Thrissur- 680683

0487-2698333

8547603461

98

Asst.Wildlife Warden,
Chimony Wildlife Sanctuary,
Chimony Dam P.O, Palappilly,
Thrissur- 680304

0480-2766972

8547603451

Parambikula

m

99

Asst.Wildlife Warden,

Sungam Forest Range, Thunakadavu
P.O, Parambikulam, (via) Pollachi,
Palakkad- 678661

9442201687

8547603325

100

Asst.Wildlife Warden,
Parambikulam Forest Range,
Parambikulam P.O, (via) Pollachi,
Palakkad- 678661

9442201686

8547603350

101

Asst.Wildlife Warden,
Orukomban Forest Range,
Parambikulam P.O, (via) Pollachi,
Pollachi- 678661

9442201688

8547603360

102

Asst.Wildlife Warden,

Karimala Forest Range,
Parambikulam P.O,Pollachi (via),
Palakkad-678661

9442201689

8547603374
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Silent Valley National Park

103

Asst.Wildlife Warden,
Silent Valley National Park,
Mukkali P.O, Palakkad- 678582

04924-253225

8547603415

104

Asst.Wildlife Warden,
Bhavani Range, Mukkali P.O,
Palakkad- 678582

04924-253125

8547603416

Wayanad

105

Asst.Wildlife Warden,
Sultan Bathery Range, Kuppadi P.O,
Sultan Bathery, Wayanad- 673592

04936-221640

8547603532

106

Asst.Wildlife Warden,
Tholpetty Range, Karthikulam P.O,
Wayanad- 670646

04935-250853

8547603548

107

Asst.Wildlife Warden,
Kurichiat Range, Chethalayam P.O,
Sultan Bathery, Wayanad- 670646

04936-238750

8547603509

108

Asst.Wildlife Warden,
Muthanga Range, Muthanga P.O,
Sultan Battery, Wayanad- 673592

04936-271015

8547603487

Aralam

109

Asst.Wildlife Warden,

Aralam Wildlife Sanctuary,
Aralam Farm P.O, Valayamchal ,
Kannur- 670673

0490-2413160

8547603440
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Kerala Biodiversity Museum
An initiative of Kerala State Biodiversity Board

Vallakadavu, Thiruvananthapuram
0411-2504750

KERALA STATE BIODIVERSITY BOARD



