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UWorld Wetlands Day - 2 February, 2022

Every year, February 2" is celebrated as "World
Wetlands Day".The day commemorating the adoption
of Ramsar Convention on Wetlands on February 2,
1971 aims at creating awareness among masses on the
importance of wetlands, their ecosystem services and
the need for conservation. The theme for 2022 was
"Wetlands action for People and Nature". Kerala State
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Biodiversity Board conducted an online competition
for the public to make a write up on the familiar
wetland in their area along with pictures. Among, the
48 participants, we are happy to share the winners
article (Malayalam) on Kettuchira Wetland system
located in Thrissur district.
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Threatened marine species of Kerala - A Study Report by CMFRI

Marine and coastal ecosystem of Kerala is one of
the most productive and unique ecosystems. KSBB
supported ICAR- Central Marine Fisheries Research
Institute for preparing a Red data book of threatened
species of Kerala, to compile information about
species which are falling under different categories
of protection, and to formulate management
measures such as total/regulated / seasonal /habitat
ban for commercially important species.

TUCN red list assessment of 975 species of fishes
in Kerala showe that 20 species are in the critically
endangered, 53 in the endangered, 47 in the
Vulnerable, 37 in the Near threatened, 59 data
deficient, 198 not evaluated, and 561 least concern
category. The critically endangered species includes
two pieces of grey sharks, one species of hammer
headed sharks, three species of rays, two species
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of guitar fishes, and two species of saw fishes.
The vulnerable species include bigger sharks and
stingrays. Twelve species belonging to four sharks,
two rays, three saw fishes, one skate and sea horse
are in schedule 1 of Wildlife Protection Act. The
marine mammals include 87 species of whales,
dolphins, porpoises and dugong. All the marine
mammals are protected under Wildlife (Protection)
Act 1972.
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CMEFRI has recommended that 58 numbers among
the commercially important species need to be
regulated to avoid overfishing. It is recommended
to prevent the catch of these species below a
minimum legal size to prevent depletion of the
stock. According to the decadal trend analysis, cat
fishes and unicorn cod are underdeclined category.
The white fish, sharks and rays are in declining
category. Threadfin, ribbon fish, mullets and sardine
is in less abundant category.The maximum fleet
size recommended for mechanized multi fishery
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trawlers is 1614, mechanized single day trawler is
1215, outboard mini trawler 549, mechanized gill
net/ drift net 79, outboard hook and lines 2135,
other mechanized purse seine/ring seine 232,
outboard ring seine 816 and other outboard craft
2480. However the existing fleet size of all the above
categories is higher and thus implementation needs
a detailed discussion with stakeholders to avoid
issues of livelihood. The report also points out that
there are no marine protected areas in Kerala or “no
fishing zones” in Kerala.

Kerala State Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plan (SBSAP)

Kerala State Biodiversity Board (KSBB) under an
initiative of the Ministry of Environment, Forest
& Climate Change along with the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), through
funding from Global Environment Facility (GEF)
has been updating the Kerala State Biodiversity
Strategies and Action Plan. The SBSAP is being
developed through a consultative process with
a team of experts drawn from different sectors. It
focusses on identifying the threats to biodiversity in
our state within different sectors and makes policy
recommendations for improving the conservation
and status of biodiversity, natural resources and their
ecosystem services. SBSAP has been formulated
with six broad themes as shown below.

Forest and biodiversity
Coastal and Inland biodiversity
Agriculture and Animal Husbandry
Social sectors
a. Tribal development
b. Education
5. Cross cutting sectors
a. Environment and Climate change
b. Local Governance (Panchayat, Rural
development, Urban development)
6. Infrastructure sectors
a. Water resources
b. Tourism
c. Energy and Transport
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SBSAP -2022 has been prepared in the back drop
of natural calamities we faced during the period of
2018 - 2020, Covid 19 and other epidemics in health
sector. The document has further given thrust to
attain sustainable development, livelihood security
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and nutritional security with an overall approach to
reduce poverty especially at the local level.

Athirapally project

SBSAP hasamandate to preparea pilot development
model of strategies and action plan at a local body.
Athirapally Panchayat in the Vazhachal Forest
Division, Thrissur District was selected for the same,
because of its unique topography, rich biodiversity
and the presence of bioresources dependent tribal
communities. The Local Body Strategies and
Action Plan (LBSAP) document of Athirapilly
includes general profile, physiography, land use and
vegetation, socio-economic and cultural aspects
and biodiversity of the area covering flora, fauna,
major ecosystems and agrodiversity. The action
plan is categorized into five focus areas with a total
of six strategies and relevant action plans.

LBSAP proposes to improve the livelihood of
tribals and marginal people, who conserve local
biodiversity. Combating human- wildlife issues and
exploring the potential on ecotourism and linking
conservation with income generation are the key
focus areas.




RKI - Agrobiodiversity Project, Farm Schools

Eventhough  pandemic situation prevails,
agrobiodiversity conservation farm schools ongoing
in the eight flood affected districts is gaining mass
popularity. The target of 20 farm schools each in
Malappuram and Alappuzha District had been
achieved by January 2022. During February,145 farm
schools out of 160 materialised. Through these farm
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locations.

The 2™ phase of the RKI Pampa planting was conducted on 21.01.2022
at various locations in the 14 BMCs. The main venue was inaugurated by
District Panchayat President in the presence of Dr. C. George Thomas,
Chairman, KSBB and representatives from various Block and Grama
Panchayats at Aranmula Panchayat and other BMC level inaugurations
were conducted by respective Grama Panchayat presidents of various

schools, custodian farmers exchange the cultivation
practices and traditional knowledge to interested
fellow folks belonging to the area. Seminars conducted
by subject experts are also being included in these
farm schools pinpointing the need for conservation
of agrobiodiversity amid climate change and global
warming phenomena.
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Rebuild Kerala Initiative project - Pampa
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