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Abstract

The wetland ecosystem is a habitat for several species of
fauna, aquatic and semi aquatic plants and is characterized by rich
biodiversity. The current paper presents an assessment of the
traditional rice varieties cultivated in Wayanad, the biodiversity
associated with rice fields and indigenous knowledge systems
documented in People’s Biodiversity Registers (PBR) of Wayanad
district, Kerala. As direct users, local communities can provide
valuable information on the status and trends of biodiversity. Local
knowledge-holders have successfully built synergies among
diverse knowledge systems for the benefit of biodiversity
conservation and the PBR attempts to chronicle this knowledge.A
total ot 130 varieties of paddy, suitable to the geo-climatic
conditions of the place were recorded. The local communities
assign several beneficial traits to them as disease and pest resistant,
flooding and drought resistant etc. Local communities have been
using their knowledge of the land to manage resources by adapting
to local environmental and climatic changes. This paper examines
how local biodiversity is enhanced by traditional knowledge base
as well as the practices for sustainable resource management and
for adapting to changes in environment.
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